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Abstract

This research paper analyzes the concepts of obscenity and decency from the
perspectives of human science and jurisprudence. Obscenity and decency are not
merely moral or linguistic classifications; rather, they are deeply rooted in social,
cultural, psychological, and legal contexts. The study demonstrates that their
definitions change with time, society, culture, and individual psychology. In
psychology, the subject is linked to sexual consciousness, shame, moral compulsions,
and processes of repression, whereas in sociology it is shaped by social norms, power
relations, and patriarchal structures. In literature and art, the debate emerges as a
conflict between freedom of expression and social responsibility. Furthermore, within
the Indian legal system, efforts to define obscenity have been ongoing for several
decades; however, in the changing social and digital context, its boundaries and
challenges have grown even more complex. This research paper presents the discourse
in a balanced manner, showing that there is no permanent or universal criterion for
determining obscenity and decency. Hence, it is essential to adopt a scientific, sensitive,
and context-specific approach when engaging with these issues.
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gfRsmsT IRafda gl Tt ¥ | Ffa=reT & Ig faw gt Aae, oeet, sifae 3marg
3R EHT H TThAT3M & SIST §3HT &, TeT HATSTRTES H Tg HIA[oTeh HATeI13, Fel-
et AR T JaTcAe SX131 @ Ferfad 81T e | Higcd 31X ol & &7 7 Tg 969
JifRcaierd I EadTdT TATH ATHTTOI GITAcd oh &9 H ATHA ATl & | $Hh TR,
AR T8 cTaedT H 372eliedl sl IRATRVT et oh AT FS G2hT T Teld 31T
@ &, olfshet agoral A#ATioreh 3R fBfeer uftea 7 3wehr AT 3 goifaar 3k
3T SifEer g1 o15 €1 T5 er-o 50 Fawel &bl Hfoled €9 & 9 T ¢, Te a2l g
o 372elTerdT 3R QelierdT & frRuT & Fhis Tt a1 arasi e saldragig| sHifoT
5o fawit W R X @977 o dafere, Hacereiier 3iX deet-amdat giesioT
AT 3TaeTH ¢ |

Keywords: AfdehrdT, Tf7eafth Y Tac=rar, A AT, 1S AT=3did, JmTisieh aTfed

1. WEdTa=T
AT TEAAT & RAeE & WYY $T QYT g Tew 3N Qo F oFw @ §
TSieTe 3reeierar 3R <eieldr JH@ € A &Ml STURUMT FHTST o oAfcieh e, Hiehicleh Hedl, eiae
farearat 3R safera dr sfcafad it Taaadr & S v Sfee Aol i gaiiel &1 Aifgcd, Fer,
N, Raerett, fhed, 3R 319 Bfoca AT 7 sadhr 3ufEafa aemar o=t w1 fava B g

IR I8 SEHE fcteh =T H, STET I 3R 3T fehcll T edied SR Aish &, T&T 3Reflerdl 3R
QATeTT T IWT WHa=T AT o161 § | SiY Ueh ga7 Sl shedTcHeh 3T 3R TITTAT T dlleh 9T,
TET GER F97 & forw 3t fien 3R 3rEEm T AT ST HercT § 12 T8 HROT & 6 5 fawar dhaer diedemes
T ATcreh GTSCehIOT A 8T, Sfesh HeTd HeAlTd #1TeT, FHTSTRRE, 3R Slefel S &Ta1 & 8 ITe-TS & 3T
TRl

gﬁmﬂﬁm, g, 3R ST IY IItceR & 99 3R Il sraenst i ifhcaEa ar
QlToTdT T HYAT3IT 7 1T, STk ATl THTST H Soal [aWT &bl s S) '312elTel’ FIR T ST
£ 1° a3, 3y feieh afRaes gar A, ST ATeas 9 Faaiar, Flel Hehdll, 3R 3ifreateard S dame
el g1 978 ©, T ad TSt 3R Slofe alel 1 AT 81

Ig AMY-TF SH G d I HHSTeT T TATH T &

2 GoedT, TSN, "HRAIT THATS H ATas AT 3R 3ifdcafaa Hr Tadadr|” Savd 3% Fedid Tealal, 2018
* RUrS), Teraeest. (TR HregeT AR Al ey, ISET TEpd TEATA, 2004 |

4 Agar, 3rstter. "T3Toree AfST, FERRAY, 3R 7R # 3ellelal i giaem|" HRAT el FHIET, Ts. 5,
TR 2, 2022.
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o FIT 3TeISIdT 3R QelTelar argsiifAe § ar argeT »

o ToheT AAIGATIS 3R ATATTGIS ThAT3HT & Tg TURUNT STo oldil & 7

o AR T 3o SAfeel HTaiTcHeh R HERicieh Il T fohdl TehR AT LT 87
g faAvoT gATar & o 3reelerar 3R eeirerar i Tase aRemST Soir &fdeT & 18T, sfesd wersrr
AT Y| 37T: g ITIRIF ¢ o 50 [a0T IR SEITATA GfSChIT HIATAT ST, S AT HeAT37,
araTfore Tesit 3R AR R = verary a3 T |
2. eefterar 3 sreelerar 1 AAd A TR
3Tl AR QeI shel HIE(cleh AT Sefel HAURUNT T §, Sioeh Folehl IEITS HoJST o
HAIA Ao cTagR H TATRT B & | TE TARATOT HTaRTeh §af STl § Fi{eh Sl 9 Ueh AT o
foIT 3dsTeh a1 3TUTISTeTeh 81 Hehcll €, TET GER o TIT Shollceh, TATSIdh AT HTHT 8T Hehell B
SH 3TJHTET H §H TE HHSTA ol TITH I © foh hdl HIeTd Hel FoT Gloil HALURUTAT T AGOT AT 8,
3R et AT ITRT3T & ATCTH  Tg Hedidhed [T AT & |
2.1 WIS &1 Aot AATIAT 3R A RAgend
RS I8 & HTHR, HsT & el # Aol 3To ied A & Aiha giel &1 Forat 3R aRar
3oT STl o AIRT e & [T eF &1 §ERT o &1 I§ &HA Sid 378 8T &, ad Afed
372eleraT & Ui Gaca1eiel 81 ST g, 31X a8 TgsT IT FelicHs Al 31THTFa Y off 3eeher s
ST 8 |° TS & AATAAR, 3TReATeldT hY RO T TleT EHeT T 3cUTE ¢ |
2.2 3T 3R GOIT T g
faffeeT Ao reag=t 7 Ig I 9T § oh 31eelieralr & 9 #efsar ohr gfaifshar weh gaa &
GeFcl BIci & — Sooll AT 3TehYOT, Seistelm 3R GO, At HY-H1Y 3URU gt §1° I gdeg safad
ol TRER, eTfden faRaral, 3 et FRI&T i qporear o s a5
2.3 FrATTSTh 3R Afds Heg
T I & TATS g Ta@rar g for Far e anfe v 3R Far igy, fohd TAvT W aTd e 3fad g 3R
fore oX 78T I AfedTsE A v Afaw Tae For & 8, foww st e off gra ar v &t
'9elTel AT '3ETeT Aol ST &1 A Hed 3ehaR T4 dlfeheh TR o Shelol T3 & 1607 fhT
EInE]
2.4 9= 3R A gfafmar

s 1318, fITHS | FrhdT & eerd R i fAaer| 8w g4, 1905

s forerteT, stew, 3R smie, Sifelew | diAfamhr 31 et ol dewifaes gReHIvT| Sieter 3Tt Hrgfaser,
1982

7 I, 3eaE | WA JTeaTH eHia | diew-gieT, 1977

8
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HTsT Y 3ReieraT & 9 Ffafshar folar & MR ox off =T gich & | oo & 3reefier aaaf & 9fd
ST Y ST 3fRe UTS STl B, STafeh FEat 31fReh S 38 g, 39T A1 3rgRet 8 s
£ 1° grenifer Ig ofy areforen 3R sfAemr3it &1 & aRoma B

3. HATSIAITEAY gfeeahIoT

QelTeTdlT IR 372elToTclT shT TRHTST herel edierd ohl fololl 37e31fct 18T, Seeh a8 FHTST ehl A {fgeh rd
3R AT A TES A T BT § | HATST T TF T & T Tohe A&y 31T, et I srfdreaieraat
P "TARR" AT ST 3R fheg "3ifae” a1 "31eeiier g1 SITUaT| Ig Iishar ATaToTeh
frAToTaTE T he T TEROT W 3TaTRT &

3.1 grTfore faAToTare 3R Afaswar

AT [FHATOTENE & 37dR, Hig ¢ [aaR a1 sgagR—arg a dieT e i g AT Adeici—
STehicieh &9 U 31Rellel 761 81T, STeeh ag HIAToTeh TURI3T, LT Hedl 3N HAT FLAATHT o6 Forre
H "379elTer" AT "Yelter" BN fohaT ST §1° 36180t & forw, fhaY anfeare aarst & d9adr asea
T 81 Hehcll §, STaToh dg! cagR [haT AR FALITNNT FHTST H 3ot faieh HATAT ST heT & |

3.2 T, 41 3N Tt b errey

3ol hr aRHT feRor & aer gayr o sfffepr e ¢ Uaerf@e &0 @, Rqedcas
AT o &3t & ¥R 3R lear a1 fafd o & forw "3reciierdr ereg &1 93197 Teh 3R &
e fFar 10 & fr Taa T A 3if@cafaa ' 3reler IR ST, eX31 8o 3Th TaaadT W =0T
T YT BT & | a8, 3T9 a9 gaRT FEd Tl el &l 3ereR "2olier 3R "3fASTeT” g I
TR T ST &, STaifeh Totest @ shr waATeT 31ffcaferd sl "hgs" a1 "3recier Sgaran ST g |
3.3 #Hif3ar 3R dedeptor

M3 3R Setae F TGR &F FHATST & 31eeIdT & AT i 3T 318 Ffed gar Gar g1 o717
ClehiA, Fierer Ff3ar iR faarae senar dls Fehdl @ aRyuT shde qid @ 8, e IR
AT 3 3raeora I Feafe dar gy W § 112 dedieor  ufas T Qe fae Heat &1 e €, fored
R TATST H Y gelierdr T ITATT [T WEre |

3.4 HTi#e AR AEpide Beetar

H F 37eT3T-37e19 FHETAT, STt 3R Gt & QelieTelr-3reelerar & Hleleh o1 3ere1 § | Ueh HiFoH
T ST FATS A Ao vt o3 7=t ufaefa At ST gt §, SefE a7 s Wor & Jaar

8 STEETH, AT HY. FEGHTOT AR SeTeie Nafamdhr: fofar & 3R R Aot gfafhard| sifaewar ik
HATId cUdeR, WS 25, 3% 4, 20101

9 IR, e Tel,, 3R YTAH SThaleT | IrEA TRl h1 ATHATIR fAHATOT| GI3eT o, 1966 |

10 toehY, fARYST | IR T 3feTd: s 11 fadsT g9, 19901

11 57T, 3R | 37T 2T 3UfAaRrdTe o A 3TeH-gTfel AR AT | 3FawhIS IfAaRieT 94, 19831

2 3, enferT| a3, Afaedr 3R IR AR AARST & 31eelelar T seerd! aRumd | FHif$ar atg,
@s 9, 3 1, 2018
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3reaTors AT g7 S1dT §1° 38R Tase g1aT & [ 3elierdr 18 araifdes acg =g, afes
ArEpiceh [eeTaT3il 1 IRoTHA &

4. gifgea 3R wem & srecfierar 3iv echerar

aifecd 3R o eT A AT HTGAT31T 7 3R TFd & ATeTH @ &1 391 Aievar, 9, IS, arge,
AT, 3ThYOT R STl S fawat ahl fafSieet Hesit # Ff3e fohar s & | o g1 =it ot st
o 3fT "2oller IR 3T "31eeler" o UA YW § | TE GTSCehIUT o shaol HAY IR TEPHIA & IHTER
Jeddr g, sfes Ig Uea o 3arar g

"SFAT Shell H FleTcl T FEI T 1R AT STeA AT

4.1 9T AR AT A FleTdT 1 AT

HRAT Hfgfcgen TWoRT 7 AIR &l AaET # 74T AT &A1 71307 §| S H Aaga, siaed
Frafidenfde, 3R FrerareeT FremgT — o7 T 7 AT 3R AR ATGATHT T 3cdd dedqoT
stfcafara et §1 37 Ta=a13il ot Qeltel AT I1T 1 379 T, 3releh 3R HEp e HgaT &
ST g o

JUrgeg>STed A ciqdge ATe G- /"

— I (AT UGl

BT T &, T T8 JTHcT TR ol AATET 3R $T-318RAT & A1 § — 3T: I§ eitel A AT & |
4.2 ALIHI 3R AT dora

HAETHTelT ATFd TIfgcd 7 TleT YT hl 3FAR EATH & & H FATARA [T ITAT| HRT, FHelRR,
TTIT-SSOT o UH SEA1T H & T 8T, 3TTcHT hl hiHaAT & | T holl AT ITEATH T efaraorg, foad
e oY eelier ST AT R I

4.3 3Megfareh Afe ey # faare 3R sifAcafed B sad=dr

3y fereh T A, fARATeRT 20T HEY & SG, AfEcAHRT o AloT fATAT IR 34T oty ferggar grer
foharT| FHel, SEAT TITATS, FHAE, THT Wl SH el o AleAdr, offfrenar 3R & 25 &t g
@a 'g'tf{wwwwgd Fi [eg FS TR "3l HET ITAT| 26

H3TEd §HT FEl ST Fglail 357 TRA R 3Tl & 3RIT H 3eTold H oITAT 31T, ATk Hel o do
feam o waATat 1 =S @1 e wifged &1 dcted §, 3R S avg AT A RegaAeT §, ag v &
372NeT o181, SIfoh 39 I HHTS T HYT 37T g Al &1V

1 AR, 9371 & feget: Uet 3feetafea fewdl| dars= 957, 2009 |

14 0T8T, TeTaeeTsT. HRART HTeaRIE 3R HieeAaer| T HEehel HEATH, 2004 |

15 QrAT, G, HTebet 3MTeTelet HIR fdTeh JMeATTCHBAT | Sovel 3T TSI AT, 20101
16 2T, 3R (H.). R A1fecy 7 faegenrer. A1fecy e, 1987.

V7 FEY, HHTE g8t H 72T fordr §: 31eelieldr 3R Tl I feer| 3HiFaIs Jiaa iy 94, 20121
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4.4 Tl H o13aTdT 3R Aigdare
e, Hideer 3N FJegedher #H FAIAar F YANT Higdey & AIA # fRAr T
&1 ToTE! 3 10T 1 AT, HSTaT-TaART T foehell, 3R sAcaA 19 el # i
HGTE ‘I &Y ol H TAART HIA 8 |
AfeheT MY TSSHA H ST TN wA7eTcl [a=119=, fthed, AT BTHee Holl & @S Sl &, dAr 3a ™
3RS 3T 3TRTT ST SATAT § — FATTeh T1 36627 e 8T, i ST grar g8
5. Riftrw gReT
TG Tebel hY FTT ollehclTeh FHTST el TR AT &, Tc] SHhT HIATT 81 § — TaRITeh e STal
JifFcafFa sreelierdr ar arastieis A faear T ganfad wedr 81| IR faftre saawar & 3reeierar
I TR e & 3Teeh T EU &, o] T v 31Tt 87 Shiefelt 3esect & 7 §1 30 T A
B 31eeiTerel T fafereh aRemmT, @ =i g fSeentvi, AR f3foree ATeT AT & 3cdee 718 gAfaar
T TITOT HLAT|
5.1 ARAIT I Tigdr,2023 # 372eierdr
R HTesT H 37ReleTclT hl HEI: HRNT AT i, 2023 Y TRIAT 294, 295 3 296 & JHTd
ICRIEGRE I IES

o R 294: FIS 8 A (T, [, Trear 3nfe) afe s ggfert Y 3afsrd s g ar

"FTHE ATAehdT o [aTeH &', df a8 72eiTel AT sl 3R 37 W 8+ HRarg T 31
Rl §1%°

e &Y 295: JTe 372cllel ATHIY Il i ST SATAT & oY &8 31TS FeR giar gl

o YT 296: Aol Teleh T I LT e AT ITGAT ITeAT, ToTEH GER b1 39T g, Gsia g |
gTeTIh, SoT ERI3A & "31eelierar” &1 g Tase YRHTST 81 §, Tad =IragTioiehT ST SIrEeaT I gt
sifae Ao s aar 81
5.2 e exe ikt 3gahr dan
farfeer hlesl #H "fgTFeleT ST (Regina v. Hicklin, 1868) & 38R, P15 7 I I "HHSAR
HATATHSRAT" aTel SATFd Tl 35T T Thell ¢, Al g IRVl ATl ST |20 g GLET0T HRA A o FHT
e 9] TgT, fah] SHT 3MTATTT T§ g &1 71 & I5 3rcaies gfaaurcs § 3R s Hr
e g 1 39aT aar g |
TN 3. 3820 ST HAGRTSE T3 (1965)
Ig Cfaerias haer a1 foras SIfieca g918  Sher am:

“Obscenity must be judged from the point of view of an average person, applying contemporary
community standards.”

18 T, AAET. FiEhicreh 7ciie: TR TR STcigre & fAeer| JiFawIs ZiAafadr 94, 20001
19 R &8 FigdT, TRTT 292-294|
20 ISHTT =11 fRahfolet, (1868) T3 3 ST 3601

11
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$HH FIE 7 fRfFelsT ¥ (Hicklin Test)’ ST o13] 2T, T+ I8 S@T SITAT ¢ o AT &7 1S 3721
Rt afFa & Aifde Falaer o afdd T THar g AT 21|

5.3 A HIE & v Aoy

(eP) ITST YT SATH TEHITRIIAVT (1980)"

58 HE H GUIH HIC o TUSC AT o hollcdeh IT AIHTToTeh 3ECRT dTell HTHE ! HIF wAdaidl &
TR 9T 3ol 16T ST ST HebelT | {thod Fed# RIGH FeXo' TR Aol i HRIT o el &
STAS]G hIC o TheT fob "HIAAT STE e Tob 3TReATeTalT 81" — fcaferd & 3¢ 3R wsira &1
IEECA R R ETE

(@) .T. 3eqel TGHTST SI=TH hlel Tod (2001)7

S ATFAC H HeATeTH fhea BT THET A §UHIE ¥ gl foh IelleTdT T FeAiched THY, THTS
3R 3aged &t et 7 Tt T St e e, o f wfeardy gRewior &

(31) 37eiTeh ERPR TATH TREH S3TTel T (2014) & Vg A 0T & Gl HIE o fgTeboret &€
T TR I GV ARG A oram 317 FAhTeNeT FHCTT AleAeh THET0T 3IATAT| % $Hh 3R,
farelt Aot AT 3recliel SN el @ Ug el I S/ ATV foh g TAHTET HIATToTh-HiEehTcieh HEGHT
H HHATT ARl fhd 8¢ deh Moot ol g |

58 0T A =T dTferehl Y faw ST Weehfcish iR deneh TRUET & Taster S 3ifteh Taaaardl|
5.4 T Sl farhr srfafaas 3 Setaie o 3reelierar

TeTSTee o1 # 31eeierdr T waear 3R Sifeer 81 a1$ §1 3l rfafeiaa, 2000 %1 URT 67, 67A 3K
67B o T3 HTTclTSeT 3TclTol ATHAT ST TehTAT, TUYUT IT STl H Fa T d JleT ATHIUT 3TTeHIS el
3TYRTET HTAT AT & [

OTT eIy, Herer AT, 3N a3rer AFSAT F Follflieh HR FHellcAs T TAT el Icisteh
3T & ofrer 3T X 317Res Lerell g1 511l &, fored ey, =iy 3R sffegfea & o duy
3R g ST

5.5 3R fFd T TadTAT TATH ATHISNR ATcTehdr

HRART BT HT HTOE 19(1) (a) ARG Y HfHeafFd Hr TadTdT 4T §, T HeJodG 19(2) &
AN Ig TIAAAT "HIdSTToleh ATehel, ATeNeAdT, 3 Hlefel STTEAT" S HRUT & AT S ST
SETIEE

21 1T YR SATH S ARTICT, AIR 1980 SC 258 - A FHIE o Frell 3R et T '3ellerall & HeraT X gV
3CaRT T AT A TrATAGAT AN

2235 . 3egel TGHTeT S=iTe hiel T, 2001 (1) hUerer 411 -aﬁéﬁrmaﬁrwmﬂaﬁwmﬁwﬁgv
31RelTeldr T faeqd faavor feam

23 37dTeh TIPR TF 37T FI18 U 9Tl Aoy, (2014) 4 THHAT 2571

24 =TT W et 31faferaat, 2000 - URTT 67, 67T, 6747 |

25 8T T |G, 3feeede 19(1)(T) 3R 31Tz 19(2) |

12
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SHY g TS BIaT & [ hiefet oF A quT Tad=d1 ST &, o &1 quT fd=or atan & — afes a8 Tadan
3R AT o S HeJefel TATTA el hT YA AT L |
6. deold WATTSIS ATl 31X fasw
HHTS IS R SHTE A& &, I8 Fe TRAdNeT & — Aehelich! ToTTay, Fieehfore wods, R, 3K
faIRURTcHS 3Mereal & 93a #| & IRadeT elterar 31 3reelierar i dramai & o wanfaa
AT &1 ST TE el 32elTel HHST ST AT, 96 3 WA 81 ol §; AR ST Tger 2ofier AT, 38T o
qoTeHTET 8 T8 ¥ | 30 TS & 5 T b 3T ATeTent o1 3 erenra 3T & 31N svfae By R ey
Hhar gl
6.1 GHY & HIY Scold HAleldh
e 1950-1970 & GRS H HRA H 131, Il Tohd, AT TAT I Tadd il HfFeafadd &r
AT STToteh Hl IR FhR AT IHAS AT| TgT deh foh GH-TF IT eloT g7 1 T "312efer”
AT &Y ST AT
o 1980-90 % g2rsh H T&AT 3 Afeear H UTST 31feIeh GorrdeT 3, foh] 37ef ofr FraiRT v
Uhs AT Tl |
o 213 TET A, TAAYA: TATCHIS, SeTaic IR Arerer Hf3ar Hr swifa & a1g, Jieadr, stesrar ik
SATFAIT T T oehT g fSeHIT R 3ER 3T & |
g8 dRadd F FES A o1 gRewmol & TEwE Yo R § 0 —
TH X FE I § I 3/ Afde qde AT §, qEY HR q§ I SN 30 Al
FIATAT 3R 2R 9 AT T ITURR AT & 12°
6.2 T3fSieer a1 3R 3reeierar &1 gerdRemmyor
OTT ColehiFd, SECTITH ed, 3ol dadsed, R TS-SAfaid AT o7 37eiTeldT & Ta®T 3R
3qSYUT A I e Jad GAT &1 39 Ig hadl ARG q9T 1 GAT 7 781, qfod qH
STefstiaet 1 fgEar aof T B
o 379 3TRelTeIdT &l FedTehe shaol A TR 61, Sioeh HGST, TEcicl 3T 3T O TR Bl
EUry
o Al IR ATC 7T 372eliel =, N3N, 3R a3rer Raferdy 7 it 3rep3ra — 3 6 3794 At
qH 1 78 faftes 3R e getfaar €17
6.3 Sf3TendT, TgdTeT 3R FATATNAT T f&m 7 S T
3Megfareh FATST AT FY el GeT-FH Tl deh MAT LT STAT| LGBTQ+ THEY, SIS
s ferd, 3R IR-aRaRF At vgaret — e Ardstiare faasy &1 fewar 81 37 woert i rffeafaa,
Tfe ag 9, 3TRYOT T JieAdT T G20l &, AF FIT 38 3TelTel HTAT SITU?

26 AglT, JSTTe | TR HEGI Y 3Relerdll AR AAfceh AT | FoHehTelT HATSTARET Selel, 2019
27 R, e | PIAA e AT, DNAtancht 3R iefeT: [FATEh Za1 hr YAlferar| ST STeter 31t Arga o,
2023

13
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g gard afey, gaATst 3R Riew et & forw 73 feem ag sarg 1
6.4 s1fasg & feam: Fferet 3N wgAfd
31RONeTdT T U2+ 319 ol "FT E@Tar I/ I 3118 "y 31X 1 fegmmar s/ 1 3R 98 W |
3TeY a1l FHT H 31ReferdT 3R 2elierar & Ao Resfaf@d 3muRt o fow s aewa &

o AT FAT T fawa & Faf ueit Hr geAfd g2

o T FIAT IE hell, TSI, AT SATASRRY o FoIT &, AT shdel IciotelT o folw?
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(iv) faferen gfeeentoT & {fAehT:
AT =TI UTToIhT o1 376 32Tl chl TIRHATHT hl HHbToNleT HTHTToTeh HleTehl oh TR IR IGsAT
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